Feversham College Students Take to the Polls

Feversham College students took to the polls as they held their own mock
election.
This was the culmination of a series of activities raising awareness of the
democratic process and the way the elections work, providing students with
the excitement and drama of what it is like to be involved in a real election.
Election bingo taught students about the language of parliament, the election
quiz informed them about the parliamentary process. Students were also
involved in party political manifesto discussions.
For many students the party political broadcasts were very important in helping
them to decide who to vote for. Year 9 students helped to draft the speeches,
which were then adapted and performed by five year 12 students. Sixth Form
student Iram performed the Labour party broadcast and is very positive about
the experience:
“It was very interesting taking part and it was also helpful because I now
understand our political system better. I would definitely like to take part in
further activities like this in future”.
Students had to register to give them the right to vote on the 7 th May. On
polling day students queued up from 8.00am at the Feversham polling station
and were issued ballot papers. They cast their votes in booths to ensure privacy
during the voting process. In total 45% of the student body, exercised their
right to vote.

While some students preferred to remain private about their opinions, other
students were not afraid to voice their views. A student in the Sixth Form said,
“I’m not convinced by any of the parties because they never keep their
promises after the election. Look at student tuition fees, none of the parties
are thinking about future university students with sky high tuition fees.”

Headteacher, Miss Skelding was pleased with the election activities:
“This experience will help to raise awareness of the political process and
encourage greater political participation in the future.”

When the votes were finally counted by the SLT, Labour overwhelmingly came
first with 53% of the votes. Surprisingly, Conservatives and UKIP were joint
second each gaining 12% of the ballot. The Green Party astonishingly came
third, although, many students had hoped they would win as the school is
working towards ECO Green Flag status! Liberal Democrats came fourth
securing 7% of the votes and only 6% of the votes were void.

The aim of the mock election was to improve political literacy and awareness,
to enable students to actively participate in the democratic process. This also
allowed them to discuss and question the importance and impact politics has
on their daily life. They had the opportunity to scrutinise manifestos and make
informed decisions about which political party deserves their vote.
Miss Naznine, Acting Deputy Headteacher, who helped coordinate the mock
election said:
“It was a very exciting day for many of our students as it got many of them
talking about politics. We believe it is very important for our students to take
an interest and learn about British values and the democratic process so they
can make informed choices as the future electorate.”
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